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29 October 2019 
Dear Ms Evans, 

The 2018/19 audit of the Scottish Government Consolidated Accounts 

At its meeting on 10 October 2019, the Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny 
Committee took evidence from the Auditor General for Scotland on her section 22 
report, The 2018/19 audit of the Scottish Government Consolidated Accounts. 
Following the evidence session, the Committee agreed to write to you in the first 
instance regarding issues raised in the report.  

Report’s recommendations 
Paragraph 57 of the section 22 report indicates that the Auditor General’s audit work 

has highlighted areas for improvement to help support the Parliament and the public 

in their scrutiny of public finances. The report makes a number of recommendations 

in this regard to the Scottish Government, noting that this includes recommendations 

from previous audit work where action remains outstanding. I would be grateful if 

you could respond to each of the four recommendations listed in paragraph 57 

and indicate— 

 

• whether the Scottish Government accepts the recommendation;  

• if not, the reasons for this;  

• if the recommendation is accepted, detail the action that is being taken.   

 
Whole public sector accounts 
The section 22 report notes that, in 2016, the Scottish Government committed to 

producing a consolidated account to cover the devolved public sector in Scotland 

including total assets, investments and liabilities such as local government borrowing 

and public sector pension liabilities. The report states that the Scottish Government 
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had designated 2016/17 as a “shadow year” with a view to producing the account for 

audit during 2018 but that this did not happen, and that “progress slowed.” 

 

As you know, the Committee wrote to you last year seeking clarification about the 

proposed timetable for producing consolidated accounts covering the whole 

devolved public sector in Scotland.1 At that stage, you advised the Committee that 

an account would be published by the end of March 2019.2 That timetable has 

clearly slipped. I would be grateful if you could advise the Committee of the 

reasons for the delay in producing whole sector accounts and the deadline to 

which the Scottish Government is now working. 

 

I would be grateful if you could provide a response to this letter by Wednesday 13 

November.  

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Jenny Marra MSP 
Convener 
 

 

                                            
1 
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c.pdf 
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https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Public_Audit/General%20Documents/20181123_Letter_from_Perma
nent_Secretary.pdf 
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